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Town of Wenham  
Conservation Commission  
Meeting Minutes of April 26, 2021 
Town Hall, 138 Main Street 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, §18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Commissioners, a meeting of the Conservation Commission was held on Monday April 26, 2021 at 7pm. Due to the COVID19 
Virus pandemic, and restrictions concerning in-person gatherings ordered by the Governor, this meeting took place virtually on Zoom. The Chair 
announced the meeting was being recorded and those present. 
The Conservation Commission’s role is to preserve and protect the integrity of wetland systems in the Town. The Commission 
derives its authority from the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act and the Wenham Water Resources Protection Bylaw.  
The Commission is also responsible for the promotion and sound development of the natural resources and protection of the 
watershed resources of the community.  The Commission may receive gifts, bequests or devises of interests in land, subject to 
the approval of the Board of Selectmen. 
Commissioners are appointed by the Selectmen for a three-year term: Leo Maestranzi (2021); Kenneth Whittaker (2021);     
Phillip Colarusso (2022); Malcolm Reid (2022); Jeff Ham (2022); Michael Novak (2023); One open seat. 
  
• Call to order - With a quorum present, Mr. Colarusso called the meeting to order at 7pm.  
Commissioners present: P. Colarusso, Chair; L. Maestranzi; M. Novak K. Whittaker.   Not present: J. Ham; M. Reid, 
Also Present:  Margaret Hoffman, Planning Coordinator/Interim Conservation Coordinator; Catherine Tinsley, Recording 
Secretary 

Administrative Business:  

• Welcome Kara Campbell - New Conservation Coordinator  
Ms. Hoffman informed the Commissioners that Ms. Campbell has declined the position.  
 
• 8 Walnut Lane – Certificate of Compliance  

Ø OOC _ 2003  
In 2003 a porch was added to the house and an Order of Conditions was issued. The owner is now selling the house and has 
requested a Certificate of Compliance.  Ms. Hoffman did a site visit and confirmed that the porch was added as permitted and 
measures 50 feet from the wetlands.  Ms. Hoffman observed that the distance on the plan shows the porch 47 feet from the 
wetlands.  
The Commissioners voted unanimously by roll call to grant the Certificate of Compliance for 8 Walnut Road. 
 
• 97 – 115 Larch Row - Discussion and possible vote on emergency certificate for mediation work on possibly contaminated 

site pending DEP approval  
Ø Email from Chris Bresnahan, DEP dated April 20, 2021  

Ms. Hoffman updated the Commissioners that the property owner has stabilized the burn area by covering it with a tarp.  
The Board of Health, and Zoning Enforcement Officer (Building Inspector) are involved and been to the site.  
The Zoning Officer issued a Zoning Enforcement to the home owner to clean up the site.  Once a plan is submitted to DEP, it 
will be known if the Wenham Conservation Commission needs to be involved.  
Ms. Whittaker noted that even though the burn area is covered, it is possible for contamination to continue to seep into the 
ground water and encouraged the homeowner act expeditiously.  
 
• Spring Hill Subdivision Update  

Ø April 23, 2021 Erosion Control Inspection for Spring Hill, including photos. 
Ms. Hoffman reported that according to the town’s Consulting Engineer, William Blais Weston & Sampson, Spring Hill appears 
to be working. She also noted: 
o The Town has received the April erosion report.  
o The developer has started working on lot 5 and is using control mats to minimize silt, dirt being tracked onto the roadway. 
o The developer has begun tree clearing on one of the remaining lots and is working closely with the Tree Warden.  
  
• Discuss Ipswich River Status  
Ms. Colarusso noted that a recent news article identified the Ipswich River as one of the 10 most endangered rivers in the 
country and specified the Ipswich River is 8th on the list of endangered rivers.  He explained that chemical testing of the river 
sediments was done in preparation of the Corps of Engineers dredging the river and the section along the boat ramp has 
elevated chemicals, i.e. PCB (polychlorinated biphenyl) and Petroleum Hydrocarbons with no obvious source.  
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• Approve Meeting Minutes - February 22, 2021; February 22, 2021 Joint Mtg with ZBA; April 12, 2021  
Vote: The Commissioners voted unanimously by roll call to approve the meeting minutes of February 22, 2021; February 22, 2021 Joint Mtg with 
ZBA; April 12, 2021. 

• Other matters, as may not have been reasonably anticipated by the Chair (Discussion Only)  

Ms. Hoffman informed the Commissioners that she received an email from Tad Cunningham, the new consultant/manager for 
the Food Project’s long-term site plan requesting to amend the plan approved by the Commission in 2020. 
The Commissioners agreed that these changes should be presented in person and requested Mr. Cunningham attend the next 
meeting on May 10. 
 
Ms. Hoffman updated the Commissioners on 21 Longfellow Road. She reviewed that Pam & Yianni Katsiris received a Special 
Permit from the Zoning Board in 2017 to build a house at 21 Longfellow Road.  The Zoning Enforcement Officer just issued a 
Cease & Desist order due to the expansion of the garage, no retaining wall, and the site work has exceeded the approved limit of 
work.  The work in within 100 feet of the Bordering Vegetated Wetlands. 
After a brief discussion the Commissioners agreed that based on the Order of Conditions, if the changes made were substantial, 
a Notice of Intent would need to be submitted.  The Commissioners asked that Pan & Yianni Katsiris come to the next meeting 
on May 10. 
 
Mr. Whittaker left the meeting at 7:53pm.  
 
Next meeting: May 10  
 
Without a quorum, the meeting adjourned at 7:55 pm.  
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By  
Catherine Tinsley 
4.27.21 
 


